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PERIYAR UNIVERSITY 
SALEM – 636 011 

 
M.Phil. PROGRAMME (HISTORY) 2015-2016 

 
Course Structure 

Semester Course Title of the Paper Marks Exam 
Hours 

 
 

Credit 

 
 
 
I 

 
 
 

Course I  
 

Course II 
 

Course III 
 
 

 
 
 

Research Methodology and Thesis Writing 
 

Historiography 
 
Paper on Topic of Research (To be framed 
by the Guide) * 

IA UE TOTAL 

25 
 

25 
 

25 

75 
 

75 
 

75 

100 
 

100 
 

100 

3 
 
3 
 
3 

4 
 
4 
 
4 

II Dissertation 
 

External Evaluation   :150 Marks 
Viva-Voce                 :50   Marks         
                

  200  12 

                                                      Total 75 225 500  24 

 

Note: * For Course III the syllabus will be framed by the Guide and the Examination 
             will be conducted by the Controller of Examinations, Periyar University.  
 
Marks 
                         Maximum      - 100 marks (Passing minimum 50 marks) 
                         External        - 75 marks (Passing minimum 37.5 marks) 
                         Internal          - 25 marks (Passing minimum 12.5 marks) 
                                               (Internal Assessment as per M.Phil Regulations vide 4.2)  
 
 
Question Pattern 
 
Written (University) Examination 
 
Two Questions from each unit with internal choice. There will be five questions. One questions 
from each unit. 
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Question Paper Model:  
 
Answer All Questions: Total Marks: 5x15=75 
 
1.(a) or (b)  from unit-I 
 
2. (a) or (b)  from unit-II 
 
3. (a) or (b)  from unit-III 
 
4. (a) or (b)  from unit-IV 
 
5. (a) or (b)  from unit-V 
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COURSE I - RESEARCH METHODOLOGY AND THESIS WRITING 

 
UNIT-I - Meaning and Definition-Significance of Research-Scope of Research in History- 
Approaches-Types of Approaches in Research: Historical, Analytical and Scientific Approach-
Quantitative and Qualitative Analysis. 
 
 
UNIT -II - Philosophy of History - Objectivity - Subjectivity – Causation in History. 
 
 
UNIT-III - Historical Research: Essential Qualities-Objectives-Inductive and Deductive 
Methods- Formation of Hypothesis-Scientific Enquiry-Limitations of Historical Research- 
Choice of Research Topic-Criteria for selecting a Topic-Requisites for a Research Scholar.  
 
 
 
UNIT-IV -Methods of Historical Research: Research Procedures-Collection of different kinds 
of Sources(Data) Archaeological, Archival, Field Data- Critical Evaluation of Sources-
Presentation-Methods of Criticism -External Criticism- Internal Criticism-Assessment. 
 
 
 
UNIT –V -Documentation - Footnotes - Bibliography - Tables and Charts - presentation: Basis 
of Generalisation-Ideas and Imagination as a principle of Presentation- Narrative and analytical 
presentation -Major Purposes of Documentation-Preparation of Thesis. 
 
 
 
References 
 
Anderson, Jonathan and Millicent Poole. Assignment and Thesis Writing, Wiley, 2001. 
 
Auslander, Leora,ed., From Concept to Completion: A Dissertation-writing Guide for History Students 
Students and Professional Concerns Series, American Historical Assn., 2009. 
 
Bombaro Christine. Finding History: Research Methods and Resources for Students and Scholars,  
       Scarecrow Press, 2012. 
 
Berg Bruce L. Qualitative Research Methods for the Social Sciences, Allyn & Bacon,2001. 
 
Bridget Somekh and Cathy Lewin, Research Methods in the Social Sciences, New Delhi, Vistaar 
      Publications, 2005. 
 
Chitnis K.N. Research Methodology in History, Atlantic Publishers & Dist, 1998. 
 
Evans, David ,Paul Gruba and Justin Zobel,eds., How to Write a Better Thesis, Melbourne Univ.  

        Publishing, 2011. 
 
Floud,Roderick., An Introduction to Quantitative Methods for Historians, London, Methuen,1983. 
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Gunn Simon. Research Methods for History Research Methods for the Arts and Humanities Series,  
        Edinburgh University Press, 2016. 
 
Manickam, S, Theory of History and Methods of Research, Madurai, 2000. 
 
Mcdowell Bill. Historical Research: A Guide for Writers of Dissertations, Theses, Articles and Books, 
Routledge, 2013. 
 
M.L.A. Hand Book for Researchers Thesis & Assignment Writing , New Delhi, Wily Eastern,1990. 
 
Oliver Paul. Writing Your Thesis, Sage Publications, 2004.  
 
Payne Geoff and Judy Payne. Key Concepts in Social Research, New Delhi, Sage Publications Ltd,  
      2004. 
Phillips, Estelle and Derek.S. Pugh. How to Get a PhD,th Edition: A Handbook for Students and Their 
Supervisors, McGraw-Hill Education, 2005. 
 
Sreedharan, E. A Manual of Historical Research Methodology, South Indian Studies, 2007. 
 
Topolski, Jerzy ,Methodology of History, Holland, Reidal Publishing Co,1976. 
 
Watson, George, Writing a thesis: A Guide to Long Essays and Dissertations, Longman, London, 1987. 
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COURSE –II HISTORIOGRAPHY 
 

UNIT-I- Definition of History and Historiography-Nature and Scope of History- Uses and 
Abuses of History-Kinds of History-History and Allied disciplines. 
 
UNIT –II- Evolution of the discipline of History: Greco-Roman History – Herodotus- 
Thucydides –Livy - Church Historiography - St. Augustine -Medieval Arab Historiography:      
Ibn Khaldun - Enlightenment Historiography – Voltaire – Hegel – Gibbon –Ranke. 
 
 
UNIT -III - Ancient Indian Historiographers: Bana,  Kalhana – Medieval Indian 
Historiography: Alberuni, Barani – Foreign Indologists: James Mill,– Vincent Arthur Smith - 
Modern Indian Historians: K.P. Jayaswal, R.C. Dutt, J.N. Sarkar, D.D. Kosambi, R.S. Sharma - 
A.L. Basham -South Indian Historians: K.K. Pillai, K.A. Nilakanta Sastri, K. Rajayyan, Cadambi 
Minakshi. 
 
UNIT –IV- British Imperialist Historiography- James Mill-V.A.Smith- Indian Nationalist 
Historiography- Cambridge Historiography- Subaltern Studies-Burton Stein’s Segmentary State -
Noboru Karashima.   
 
UNIT –V- French Historiography: Annales and Mentalities – Marc Bloch- Fernand Braudel - 
British Marxist Historians – E.P. Thomson – Eric Hobsbawm -Evolution of Quantitative 
History in France and U.S.A. ( Cliometrics – R.W. Fogel ) – Prosopography – Impact of 
Modernism (Namier) – Structuralism (Claude Levi Straus) and Postmodernism (Jacques Derrida, 
Michel Foucault ). 
 
 
References 
 

Ali B. Sheikh. History: Its Theory and Method, New Delhi, Macmillan Publishers India Limited, 1981. 

Aymard, Maurice and Harbans Mukhia. ed. French Studies In History, 2 Volumes. Delhi, Orient Longman, 

1988. 

Bentley Michael. Companion to Historiography, London and New York,2006. 

Bhattacharya Sabyasachi. Approaches to History: Essays in Indian Historiography, New Delhi, Primus Books, 

2011. 

Bloch Marc. The Historian's Craft, Manchester University Press, 1992. 

Braudel, Fernand. On History, University of Chicago Press, 1982. 

Bury J B .Greek Historians : Harvard Lectures,  Adegi Graphics LLC, 1999. 

Burke, Peter. The Annales, Cambridge University Press, 1989 

Carr E.H. What is History?, Penguin, 2008. 

Childe,V.Gordon. What Happened in History, Penguin, 1954. 

Collingood. R.G. The Idea of History, Oxford University Press, 2004. 

Connor Steven. The Cambridge Companion to Postmodernism, Cambridge University Press 2004 
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Dewald, Carolyn & John Marincola. The Cambridge Companion to Herodotus, Cambridge University Press,  

      2006. 

Elton Geoffrey R. The Practice of History, Wiley, 2002. 

Feldherr Andrew. The Cambridge Companion to the Roman Historians, Cambridge University Press,  2009 

Finely, Moses. Use and Abuse of History, Viking Press, 1987. 

Fukuyama, Francis. The End of History and the Last Man, Simon and Schuster, 2006. 

Gardiner J. ed. What is History Today? London, Humanities Press International, 1988. 

Gardiner Patrick L. Theories of history: readings from classical and contemporary sources, Free Press, 1959. 

Gooch G P. History and Historians in the Nineteenth Century, HardPress, 2013. 

Guha, Ranajit, ed. A Subaltern Studies Reader, 1986-1995, Delhi, Oxford University Press, 1997. 

Hale J.R.. The Evolution of British Historiography from Bacon to Namier, Macmillan, 1967. 

Hornblower, Simon. Commentary on Thucydides, Clarendon Press, 1997. 

Iggers Georg. Historiography in the Twentieth Century: From Scientific Objectivity to the Postmodern Challenge,       

2nd ed. Wesleyan, 2005. 

Jenkins, Keith. The Postmodern History Reader, London, Routledge, 1997. 

…. On ‘What is History?’ From Carr and Elton to Rorty and White, London, Routledge,1995. 

Lamont William ed., Historical controversies and historians, Taylor & Francis e-Library, 2005. 

Lynn Hunt et al. New Cultural History, University of California Press, 1987. 

Le Goff. History and Memory, Chicago University Press, 1973. 

MacRaild Donald and Avram Taylor. Social Theory and Social History, Houndmills, Palgrave, 2004. 

Marnie, Hughs Warrington. Fifty Key Thinkers in History, London, Routledge, 2009. 

Marwick Arthur. Nature of History Macmillan, 1989. 

….. The New Nature of History: Knowledge, Evidence, Language. Houndmills, Palgrave,    2001. 

Manickam. S. History and Historical Methods 

Rajayyan. K. History its Theory and Method 

Minakshi Cadambi. Administration and Social Life Under the Pallavas, University of Madras, 1938. 

Rajendran. N. Historiography (Tamil), Clio Publications, 2015. 

Sen. S.P. Historians and Historiography of Modern India, 

Sreedharan E. A Textbook of Historiography: 500 BC to AD 2000, Hyderabad, Orient Blackswan,  2004.  

Stern, Fritz Richard. Varieties of History, From Voltaire to the Present, New York, Vintage, 1973. 

Thompson J.W.   History of Historical Writing, 2 vols,New York, Macmillan, 1942. 
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Tucker Aviezer. Our Knowledge of the Past A Philosophy of Historiography, Cambridge, Cambridge University  

      Press, 2004. 

Walsh W H. Philosophy of History an Introduction, BiblioLife,2015. 

Wang Q. Edward and Georg G. Iggers eds., Turning Points in Historiography: A Cross-Cultural Perspective, the  

       University of Rochester Press,2002. 

White, Hayden. Mata history; Historical Imagination in the Nineteenth Century, John Hopkins University       

Press, 1980.  

 

Articles  

Apter Emily. ‘Forum: The Legacy of Jacques Derrida’, Modern Language Association, Vol. 120,  

       No(2),  2005, pp. 464-494 

  

 Basham A. L. ‘Sir Jadunath Sarkar, C.I.E’ Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain and  

      Ireland, No (3/4), 1958, pp. 222-224 

Carale Fink, ‘Marc Bloch – A Life in History’ Journal of Modern History, vol. 44, 1972, pp.447-539. 

Chakrabarty Dipesh. ‘Subaltern Studies in Retrospect and Reminiscence’, South Asia: Journal of  

       South Asian Studies, Volume 38, No (1), 2015, pp. 10-18. 

Champakalakshmi R.  And Y Subbarayalu.’ The contributions of Noboru Karashima (1933-2015) have  

        been a boon to researches on state formation and the nature of society in south India’, Frontline,  

         December 9, 2015. 

Conlon Frank F. ‘Burton Stein (1926-1996)’, The Journal of Asian Studies, Vol. 56, No(1), 1997, pp. 292-294. 

Madavan Chithra. ‘A historian to be remembered’, Madras Musings ,VOL. XXI NO. 22, MARCH 1-15, 

2012, 

Lal Vinay. ‘Walking with the Subalterns, Riding with the Academy: The Curious Ascendancy of  

      Indian History’, Studies in History, Vol. 17, No(1), 2001,pp. 101-133. 

Milner Andrew. ‘E.P. Thompson 1924-1993’, Labour History, No(65), 1993, pp. 216-218 

 

Srivathsan. A. ‘Scholar extraordinaire’, The Hindu, August 15, 2010, 

Stuart Clask,  ‘The Annales Historians’, in Q. Skinnes (ed.), The Return of Grand Theory in the Human 

     Sciences, pp.177-198. 

Robert W. Fogel, ‘The Limits of Quantitative Methods in History’, American Historical Review, April,  

    1975. 
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Prakash G.  ‘Writing Post-orientalist Histories of the Third World, Perspectives from Indian  

     Historiography’, Comparative Studies in Society and History, Vol.32, 1990.  

Thapar Romila. ‘Ram Sharan Sharma (1920-2011)’, Economic & Political Weekly, Vol xlvi, No(38),  

      2011,99.22-25. 

…. ‘Remembering Eric Hobsbawm’, Economic & Political Weekly, Vol xlvii, No(46), 2012,pp.31-34. 

…. ‘Early Indian History and the Legacy of D D Kosambi’, Economic and Political Weekly, Vol. 43,  

       No(30), 2008, pp. 43-51. 

 

Singaravelu S. ‘Professor K. A. Nilakanta Sastri (1892-1975)’, Journal of the Malaysian Branch of the  

      Royal Asiatic Society, Vol. 55, No(1), 242,1982, p. 94. 

Shepherd John. ‘Eric Hobsbawm, 1917-2012’, Labour History, No (104), 2013, pp. 221-224. 

Stein Burton. ‘Politics, peasants and the deconstruction of feudalism in medieval India’, Journal 

The Journal of Peasant Studies ,Vol.12, 1985,pp- 54-86 

Subrahmanyam Sanjay. ‘Remembering Burton Stein’, Economic and Political Weekly, Vol. 31, No (18) 

1996.pp. 1051-1052 

 

Veluthat Kesavan. ‘Obituary: Professor R.S. Sharma (1920–2011)’, Indian Historical Review, Vol. 39,  

        No (2), 2012, pp. 129-144. 


